REYKJAVIK LIGHTS

The 3rd Annual ICA Conference took place in Reykjavik from 27 to 29  September. The theme of the conference was ‘Archives: Evidence, Security and Civil Rights’. Nearly 40 presentations given by speakers from all around the world highlighted the link between citizens' rights and duties, access to information and data protection. How to ensure the authenticity and reliability of documents and how to deal with strategies for collaboration between professionals and institutions to cope with emergency situations were among other topics covered. That is what the ICA congresses are becoming as a result of taking place every year: the major issues facing the profession are constantly reviewed, making the event more of a work in progress than a display of revolutionary and ground-breaking ideas. The increased frequency has provided professionals with a permanent forum for debate and sharing opinions and experiences. However, we believe that the ICA congresses also need to deal with issues that are both problematic and disruptive, such as digital preservation. Not so much in terms of theoretically analysing possible scenarios or temporary solutions, but as a scenario in which the profession may end up becoming something else. The ICA's policies are very respectful of archival tradition, but do not appear to be committed to innovation. Maybe that is not its job, but many of us have found something to be missing. 

Notwithstanding the above, which may clearly be debatable, it must also be said that the Catalan delegation at the conference was very warmly welcomed. The AAC, as members of the ICA's Advocacy Expert Group, took part in a workshop on strategies for the defence, promotion and dissemination of our profession on the morning of Sunday 27. The 12 participants in the workshop came from countries including England, France, South Africa, Namibia and the USA, as well as Catalonia. This showed that the profession is alive and kicking all over the world, in a unified platform in terms of the types of initiatives and problems. Some countries are more advanced in some areas, and others in others. At the workshop, we presented our strategy to promote the profession using the Universal Declaration on Archives. The reception was very warm and the model was found to be actually simple and intuitive, so that it can be replicated in other environments. The workshop also proposed creating an international database housed on the new ICA website, where initiatives like ours can be uploaded and exchanged freely. On Sunday afternoon, the AAC also met the steering committee of the SPA (the Professional Association Section of the ICA) to discuss the renewal of its members in 2016 and to prepare awareness-raising initiatives for the next congress, which will be held in Seoul in 2016. Later, we also attended the general assembly of associations affiliated to the SPA, where we explained the projects that we have carried out as a result of the Catalan law on transparency and the results of our congress in Lleida.

The main part of the conference took place on the 28 and 29 September. The AAC gave a presentation on the morning of 29 September, entitled ‘Advocating archives by using the UDA: the Catalan way towards transparency and access to information’. About 70 people attended, and we received many interesting comments and opinions. Although the results may seem modest, everyone thought using the UDA was interesting, in terms of a moral declaration with no political or economic implications to make it questionable, to defend the profession and set out the values of archives and documentary management in society. However, we also found that it is possible in the area of associations, but at the level of a mere archive it is perhaps more difficult. The campaign the AAC has begun does not seek to make the articles of the Declaration comprehensible, although it is simple and plain, but instead to create communities of interest around it and a proactive attitude towards archives and documentary management. New institutions are joining the community every day, and the presence of Catalan archivists on the ICA official register is increasing. We received interest in receiving further information from the Netherlands and Finland, and Australia was very grateful for the AAC’s close collaboration with politicians in its continuing defence of the profession. At the same time but in another room (two Catalan lectures and they are scheduled at the same time!), Girona City Council presented the paper ‘Data preservation, Open Data and protection of personal data: concurrent strategies at Girona City Council’. The council presented the results of its strategy for digital preservation and how data file management can be carried out reliably, securely and accurately. Much more even than when using other computer services. The attendance was also numerous, and those attending expressed a great deal of interest in the proposal. 

Catalonia has all kinds of projects to present in the international arena. The congress in Girona, where about 25 experiences were presented, was paradigmatic. How is it that a year later, only two were presented? There are many reasons that obviously include distance, travel and accommodation costs, finding professional and personal time to participate in various meetings over a year, etc. We already know those. We must make the effort to make specific commitments to international representation. This is a great way of showing the world that projects at an extraordinary level take place in Catalonia. Don't be deceived - some of the ideas presented by some of the speakers in Reykjavik were the same as those in Girona! We must not be intimidated by an international presence, and indeed, it should encourage us to check our projects and obtain the backing of colleagues from other countries. Internationalizing Catalonia also involves this area. Making it visible and present too. We must not let up in this area and we must be bold. 

Starting with the Catalan Ministry of Culture. And the National Archive of Catalonia. And Barcelona City Council. We cannot afford such illustrious absentees. The international representation of Catalan archivists must take place at all levels: starting with the SAC, the National Archive of Catalonia, Barcelona City Council, large town councils, provincial councils and universities. There are some institutions that should always be present in the international arena. Ah! The so-called ‘new professionals’. This year the ICA funded the travel and accommodation costs of archive students at the congress in Reykjavik. There was no Catalan candidate. Language must never again be an excuse not to take advantage of opportunities like this one. We must not always remain in our comfort zones or indulge in self-pity. 

