NEW GOVERNMENT, NEW ARCHIVES AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT POLICY
We were tempted to include a question mark in the title of this editorial. But we decided not to because we would like to think that we will not end up with an archives and records management policy based on the do-nothing approach of the previous legislative term. As those of you who work on digital preservation already know, this strategy is often talked about within the select group of non-solutions. Its name speaks for itself: stalling for time, pretending that things are being agreed then delaying them once again, being impervious to the opinions of the professional sector, pretending to be offended, showing little empathy and waiting for magic solutions. That is: what we have been going through professionally over the last five years with, it goes without saying, considerable discomfort and antipathy. Is it possible to do less with less? It is true that fewer resources for archives were available to the Ministry of Culture of the previous Government and that they had no resources for records management. The crisis was used as an excuse to cover up their spectacular lack of ideas. Budgetary cuts were used as an excuse to keep on putting off making political decisions related to archives and records management, deliberately forgetting about the National Council on Archives so as not to have to be held accountable too often. When all is said and done, the consequences of the previous Government’s policies are crystal clear. Time, as always, will help us to forget the experience, but the damage has been done.

The new Government and the new Ministry of Culture will not repeat the same mistakes. They will not ignore archives and records management and will meet the challenge of restructuring the Catalan Archives System from top to bottom. The National Archive of Catalonia will be equipped on a scale equal to that of the Library of Catalonia or the best national museums: equal, that is, in terms of budgets and executive capacity. This entire restructuring will lead to a reconsideration of what is the best organisational solution available, after a reflection process that does not waste too much time, and which is agreed within the framework of the National Council on Archives and Records Management of Catalonia. The Council will also evaluate specific proposals for reactivating the essential link with transparency policies and the promotion of access to information held by the Government of Catalonia. It will not allow archives to be pushed aside again, or for its demands to be reduced to mere sector-based requests. Under the Register of Archives of Catalonia, the new Government will carry out a real appraisal of the economic and HR requirements that will enable the 15-year old Archives Act to be implemented not just in spirit, but in concrete facts. The new Government will make a strong commitment to records management, accepting its cross-cutting efficiency and driving it forward unhesitatingly. It will not hold it back either within the Government of Catalonia or within the other bodies that fall under the Catalan Archives System’s sphere of influence. Every effort will be made to create a system of cooperation with the Open Administration Consortium of Catalonia, the Ministry of Governance, Public Administrations and Housing, provincial councils, and municipal entities, to offer solutions and support to Catalan administrations on all aspects related to records management, access to information, and transparency. That is: an agreement between these bodies will be signed from the very outset outlining the tasks to be accomplished. The new Government will be committed to a model of online management, providing the Regional Archive Network with the capacity to function as a decentralised structure entrusted with promoting the role of archives across the country. The new Government will amend the Photograph Plan of Catalonia in order to reflect the important role played by archives, which are responsible for 95% of the country’s photographic heritage. The new Government will debate the need for a National Digital Preservation Plan, outlining the key points and initiating the multidisciplinary work needed to evaluate the need, resources and solutions. The new Government will restore meaning to the Ministry of Culture’s 'Priority Lines in relation to archives and records management', which were agreed at the last National Council on Archives held on 11 June 2015, and will carry out the monthly monitoring process agreed. The new Government will listen with interest to requests from the profession, basically because, apart from legitimately defending the labour interests of a large sector of the working community across the whole of Catalonia, it will be dedicating even more time and effort to demanding policies of the utmost importance. Since the new Government will be committed to creating policies of the utmost importance, these will be clear enough to form the basis of a new state. 
All of this will be done by the new Government: of this we do not doubt. We do not want to include any question marks at all. In fact, if the Ministry of Culture firmly acknowledges the steady decline of the Catalan Archives System and takes measures to reinvigorate it, this in itself will be enough, however small the measures. As far as we are concerned, everything we have proposed here would be a good way to start. We do not want to include any question marks. That is why we have requested institutional meetings with the new Minister for Culture and the new Director-General for Archives and Records Management… (yes, we know we still cannot talk of such a figure, but perhaps we will be able to in the not too distant future). 

