FOR A PRO-ACCESS COALITION
12th Symposium of Study and Debate on Transparency and Archives
The AAC's regular meeting in a non-congress year took place on 25 May. This was the twelfth symposium, which shows the profession's tenacity to continue learning and updating its knowledge. The symposium was linked to the 8th Laboratori d’Arxius Municipals, and this year it aimed to continue considering the implications of the legislation on transparency and access to information in our professionals' daily work. It did not disappoint. First, because of the extraordinary numbers of those attending. We filled all the available places, and unfortunately some people were left on the waiting list. We will have to start expanding the symposiums if we want to provide access for everyone, and above all, to make them not merely an enclosed forum, but to open them up to other groups with which we work closely. Active publicity and the right of access must be broad-based and cross-disciplinary or it will not exist at all. That is what we wanted to reflect throughout the entire symposium, by providing a platform for many different parties involved, including lawyers, records managers, technologists and politicians.
The debates that emerged from the various round table discussions ran over schedule, and even continued into the breaks. They were not without some criticisms and surprise. One of the issues that has become apparent every day is that there are some aspects about which there is no agreement. The new access regime that should be created by the new legislation appears to have changed direction, and there is a clear disparity of opinions to which we are perhaps unaccustomed. On the positive side, we are not alone in providing access to public information, and there are now new parties involved who wish to see it done differently. However, it will be necessary to find some form of accommodation. We will listen and provide explanations, as we have always done, but without refusing to adapt to the new circumstances. The other parties must acknowledge the value of the work done so far by the CNAATD, such as its regulatory capacity, the value of the Document Appraisal and Access Tables (TAAD) and the value of collegiate reasoning. We cannot start from extremist positions. This was apparent during the proceedings to enact the Transparency Act, and we must now continue preaching by example and based on our good judgement. This is basically because the system will collapse if we make the mistake of allowing ourselves to be marginalised. The apparently prevailing opinion, i.e. that the records deletion process should undergo a thorough review because it is prejudicial to the right of access to deleted information, is obviously a naive and ill-considered argument, resulting from a lack of knowledge of the situation and an unrealistic appreciation of it. We have to make our position clear on this subject and explain it much better, so that the approach is enhanced, and becomes more accurate and fair. 
Another interesting issue is the political emphasis that has gradually been placed on the power of records management. It was even suggested that in the light of the new legislation, archives and records management require a more broad-based approach, which is less closely linked to the sphere of cultural heritage. This was an opinion expressed not by the profession, but by leading politicians and senior members of the Government of Catalonia. This is not without some justification, and it shows that the argument that has been made in defence of the profession for many years is now crossing this threshold and reaching the sphere where decisions are made. We demand greater conviction in terms of the political will to make this change, but in the meantime our approach and our example must at all costs be unstintingly credible and convincing. 
Maturity Model for Transparency and Records Management
The Symposium of Study and Debate included the first presentation of the Maturity Model for Transparency and Records Management. This is a system of indicators showing the degree of connection between an organisation's records management system and active publicity. It is based on the fundamental principle that any information that is subject to active publicity must be able to be associated with its original sources, and that it must be managed by a records management system that is accessible at all times as the basis for authenticity, integrity and credibility. This association is not a strictly professional requirement, but is above all a legal requirement, which has yet to become firmly established among the Catalan government bodies as the situation stands. The model aims to help those with obligations under the Transparency Act to improve their systems in order to provide high-quality data, information and records. This product will be presented exclusively and publicly on 9 June, and will be distributed to a large number of professional and non-professional agents. It will therefore be available on public display so it can be analysed by experts and non-experts and can be improved by means of a participatory process. This process will lead to the final model, which we will begin to implement for the subsequent presentation of the results of this appraisal beginning in 2017. The aim is to add this model to the various types of indicators that assess transparency in Catalonia, of which Transparency International and Infoparticipa the most well-known and widely adopted. However, ours is the first in the entire country to go beyond active publicity, and aims to provide a more vivid snapshot of how organisations are managing information. This is a firm commitment by the AAC, and we will continue working towards it.
Scope of the agreement signed with the Federation of the Municipalities of Catalonia and the Catalan Association of Municipalities 
The area of strengthening ties with the vast array of actors involved in transparency and access to information at a legislative, organisational and training level includes the agreement signed with the two associations of Catalan municipalities. The networks of municipalities formed by these associations are very important, and their credibility is even more so. A very positive forum has been established for collaboration in knowledge transfer, the organisation of training activities and the dissemination of the professional values of archivists and records managers. The FMC took part in the Symposium of Study and Debate and as an institution has adopted the Universal Declaration on Archives. Meanwhile, the ACM has passed a motion to adopt the UDA, which it has sent to all the municipalities in Catalonia so that the debate on archives takes place in a considerable number of meetings. The scope of this cooperation will increase. This agreement is part of the strategy to create a Pro-Access Coalition that the AAC launched this year. It aims to bring together all the actors required for providing access to information, and all those who have the capacity for influence and a significant territorial scope. This agreement is in addition to the one already signed in 2014 with the Anti-Fraud Office of Catalonia and above all, a number of documents that we are working on in 2016 and that we hope to be able to announce in the coming months. At present, we can announce that talks are under way with all parties involved. We have had meetings with the Commission to Guarantee Right of Access to Public Information, the Catalan Data Protection Authority, the Secretariat-General for Transparency, the Open Administration Consortium of Catalonia and the Pi i Sunyer Foundation, and, in the near future, we will be meeting Àrea Metropolitana de Barcelona (AMB) and the Catalan Association of Secretaries and Inspectors (COSITAL).
Institutional meetings with the Ministry of Culture
We are also obviously in discussions with the Catalan Ministry of Culture. On 23 May, we had a meeting with the Standing Committee of the National Council on Archives and Records Management to prepare the agenda for the meeting of the National Council which apparently will take place in late July. After four long hours of discussion, we agreed on three main issues to be addressed: 1) the drafting of a Strategic Plan which comprehensively reviews the Catalan Archives System; 2) the definition of the basic outlines of a National Digital Preservation Plan; 3) compliance and regular monitoring of the Strategic Guidelines adopted on 11 July 2015. The first of these is undoubtedly a particularly sensitive issue, because it is a request that the AAC has been making since at least 1 October 2013, and which ultimately has had to be made with some considerable resolve. We are studying the timeframe and the financing for this initiative, and we expect to be able to create the panel of experts at the next National Council on Archives and Records Management, and set a timeframe of no more than six months for addressing this document. It is essential for placing this country's archives and records management in their rightful position in view of the gradual expiry of the stipulations of Law 13/2001 on archives and records management.
We met Minister Santi Vila on 2 June. He was very considerate of the need for a more broad-based approach and the ability of archives to have an impact on the area of access to information and digital administration. He explained how he wanted to go ahead with the Register of Archives of Catalonia and how he wanted to complete the Map of Archives of Catalonia. We had a frank conversation on issues related to the need to reinforce the organisation chart. This first conversation is linked to those we have already had with the Directorate-General. The agreements should culminate in this National Council on Archives and Records Management in late July, so that some decisions are not delayed any longer. The maximum degree of openness and the maximum empathy possible are necessary to reach a wide-ranging National Agreement in the area of archives and records management. Let us hope this situation prevails.
